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Founded in 1960, the Universidade 
Federal de Santa Catarina 
(UFSC) is a leading institution in 
teaching, research and outreach. 
Throughout its history, it has built a 
community strongly engaged in the 
educational, scientific and social 
development of Brazil.

With a dedicated faculty and staff, 
UFSC provides high-quality education 
from early childhood to graduate school, 
pursuing academic excellence and 
societal progress collectively.

The University continues to expand not 
only territorially, but also in its ongoing 
commitment to inclusion, diversity, and 
positive global impact.

Over the decades, UFSC has played a 
fundamental role in the development 
of the state of Santa Catarina, offering 
affordable and high-quality education 
through its campuses and distance 
education centers.

STRUCTURE
UFSC has campuses in five cities 
across the state of Santa Catarina: 
Araranguá, Blumenau, Curitibanos, 
Florianópolis, and Joinville.

Florianópolis 
Campus
Located in the state capital, this campus 
houses administrative and academic 
units, including most of the University’s 
undergraduate and graduate programs.

It comprises the Schools of Technology, 
Agricultural Sciences, Socio-Economic 
Sciences, Law, Health, Communication 
and Arts, Philosophy and Human 
Sciences, Biological Sciences, 
Sports, Education, and Physical and 
Mathematical Sciences.

The University’s largest and oldest 
facilities are located on this campus, 
including the Rectorate Building, the 
Culture and Events Center, the Museum 
of Archaeology and Ethnology, the 
Carmen Fossari Theater, and the 
Central Library.

florianopolis.ufsc.br

With more than 60 years of 
history, UFSC has built a legacy of 

commitment to education, research 
and social transformation. 

Since 2009, UFSC has strengthened the 
decentralization of higher education in 

Santa Catarina, contributing to regional 
development with campuses established 

in five cities.
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Araranguá 
Campus
Located in the south of the state, it 
offers undergraduate programs in Health 
and Technology, including Medicine, 
Physiotherapy, Computer Engineering, 
Energy Engineering, and Information 
and Communication Technologies. 

Graduate programs include 
Rehabilitation Sciences, Energy and 
Sustainability, and Information and 
Communication Technologies.

ara.ufsc.br 

Blumenau 
Campus
Located in the Itajaí Valley region, 
it offers undergraduate programs in 
Automation and Control Engineering, 
Materials Engineering, Textile 
Engineering, Chemistry (including 
Chemistry Education), and Mathematics 
Education.

Graduate programs include Physics 
Education, Mathematics, Textile 
Engineering, and Nanoscience, 
Processes and Advanced Materials.

blumenau.ufsc.br

Curitibanos 
Campus

Located in the central-western region 
of the state, it offers undergraduate 
programs in Agricultural Sciences, 

including Agronomy, Veterinary 
Medicine, and Forest Engineering. Since 

2025, it also houses a Medicine program, 
the third to be established at UFSC.

Graduate programs include Agricultural 
and Natural Ecosystems, Agricultural and 
Forest Biotechnology, and Conventional 

and Integrative Veterinary Medicine.

curitibanos.ufsc.br

Joinville 
Campus

Located in the north of the state, it 
offers undergraduate programs in 

Aerospace Engineering, Automotive 
Engineering, Civil Infrastructure 

Engineering, Transportation and 
Logistics Engineering, Railway and 

Metro Engineering, Mechatronics 
Engineering, Naval Architecture and 

Marine Engineering, and Science 
and Technology.

Graduate programs include Electronic 
Systems Engineering and Mechanical 

Engineering and Sciences.

joinville.ufsc.br

http://ara.ufsc.br
http://blumenau.ufsc.br
http://curitibanos.ufsc.br
http://joinville.ufsc.br


UFSC IN 
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2,654 
FACULTY 
MEMBERS

2,805
STAFF MEMBERS

1,084
BASIC EDUCATION 
STUDENTS
(AGES 0-18)

147
EARLY CHILDHOOD, 
PRIMARY AND 
SECONDARY 
EDUCATION 
TEACHERS

8,000 UNDERGRADUATE STUDENTS 
ADMITTED THROUGH AFFIRMATIVE ACTION 
between 2008 and 2025

5 CAMPUSES
Araranguá, Blumenau, 
Curitibanos, Florianópolis 
and Joinville

15 ACADEMIC 
SCHOOLS

96
GRADUATE 
PROGRAMS
(master’s and doctoral)

• 74 academic

• 22 professional

20,796
OUTREACH 
ACTIVITIES
since 2017

371
INTERNATIONAL 
AGREEMENTS 

825  
RESEARCH 
GROUPS

3,468
RESEARCH 
PROJECTS

40,983
HIGHER 
EDUCATION 
STUDENTS 

• 27,846 
Undergraduate
1,257 distance 
learning

26,589 on-campus

• 13,137 
Graduate

120 
UNDERGRADUATE 
PROGRAMS
• 111 on-campus

• 9 distance learning

4TH

BEST FEDERAL 
UNIVERSITY IN BRAZIL 

• 8th best university in Brazil

• 21ST best university in Latin America
According to the QS World University Rankings: 
Latin America & The Caribbean 2025

• Only institution in Santa Catarina to 
achieve the highest score in the General 
Index of Programs (IGC) by the Ministry 
of Education (MEC) – 2024

869  
INDUSTRIAL 
PROPERTY 
ASSETS

4TH

BEST UNIVERSITY FOR INTERDISCIPLINARY 
SCIENCE IN BRAZIL
According to the Times Higher Education (THE) - 
Interdisciplinary Science Rankings 2025

5TH

MOST SUSTAINABLE 
UNIVERSITY IN BRAZIL 
QS World University 
Rankings: Sustainability 2025

7TH

BEST HIGHER 
EDUCATION 
INSTITUTION IN 
BRAZIL

• 4th for teaching

• 7th for research

• 8th for 
internationalization

• 12th for innovation
According to the Ranking 
Universitário Folha (RUF)

10th

BEST UNIVERSITY 
IN LATIN AMERICA
According to the Times 
Higher Education (THE) - 
Latin America University 
Rankings 2024



THE DEPARTURE CHECKLIST 
(BEFORE YOU FLY)

Getting ready for a new life in another country requires 
organization. Use this checklist to ensure a smooth 
arrival in Brazil.

The Student Visa (VITEM IV) 
To study as a graduate student in Brazil for more than 90 days, 
you must obtain the Temporary Visa IV (VITEM IV). Do not 
come as a tourist if you intend to enroll as a regular student!

Where to apply 
Visit the Brazilian Consulate in your home country.

Can I work? 
The VITEM IV is a study visa. Generally, paid employment is 
restricted. However, there are legal exceptions, such as paid 
internships related to your program or research scholarships. 
Always consult the Federal Police regulations before 
accepting any job offers.

Official Info 
Access the Brazilian Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs (Itamaraty) 
Portal.

https://www.gov.br/mre/pt-br/
assuntos/portal-consular/vistos/
informacoes-sobre-vistos-para-
estrangeiros-viajarem-ao-brasil 

UNDERSTANDING GRADUATE 
STUDIES IN BRAZIL

The Brazilian stricto sensu graduate system (i.e., 
academic and professional master’s and doctoral 
programs) follows clear duration and attendance rules:
Master’s Degree (Mestrado) 
Typically runs for 2 years (24 months).

Doctoral Degree (Doutorado) 
Typically runs for 4 years (48 months).

Key academic concepts
Credits (Créditos) 
Each course has a credit value (usually 2, 3, or 4). You must 
fulfill a specific number of credits to complete your degree 
(One credit corresponds to 15 hours).

Attendance (Frequência) 
This is strict! You are generally required to maintain 75% 
attendance in all registered courses. Falling below this 
requirement typically results in immediate failure in the 
course, regardless of your grades.

From basic to graduate levels, UFSC offers 
an education that goes far beyond the 
classroom, providing students with research 
opportunities, practical activities and 
community engagement.

propgen.ufsc.br

https://www.gov.br/mre/pt-br/assuntos/portal-consular/vistos/informacoes-sobre-vistos-para-estrangeiros-viajarem-ao-brasil
https://www.gov.br/mre/pt-br/assuntos/portal-consular/vistos/informacoes-sobre-vistos-para-estrangeiros-viajarem-ao-brasil
https://www.gov.br/mre/pt-br/assuntos/portal-consular/vistos/informacoes-sobre-vistos-para-estrangeiros-viajarem-ao-brasil
https://www.gov.br/mre/pt-br/assuntos/portal-consular/vistos/informacoes-sobre-vistos-para-estrangeiros-viajarem-ao-brasil
http://propgen.ufsc.br
http://propgen.ufsc.br


Health Insurance and Vaccines
Health Insurance

•	 Mandatory Coverage 
Students and visitors must maintain Private International 
Health Insurance (or Travel Insurance) for the entire 
duration of their stay in Brazil.

•	 Scope of Coverage 
The policy must provide comprehensive medical 
assistance.

•	 Repatriation Clause 
Insurance must include a funeral repatriation clause to 
cover the costs of returning remains to the home country if 
necessary.

•	 Public System Note 
Although Brazil has a public health system (SUS), it does 
not replace the obligation to hold private international 
coverage.

Vaccines 
Keep your vaccination card updated.

COVID-19 
Proof of vaccination is usually required.

Yellow Fever 
Highly recommended for anyone traveling in Brazil.

Essential 
Document Kit
Bureaucracy in Brazil loves paper! You must bring the original 
physical copies of the following documents. Digital copies on 
your phone will not be enough for official registration.

Birth Certificate 
(or Marriage Certificate, if applicable).

University Diploma 
(Bachelor’s/Master’s).

Academic Transcripts 
(History of your grades).

Proof of Financial Means 
(Scholarship letter or bank statement).

Critical Alert: 
The Hague Apostille
Before you put these documents in your suitcase, check 
if they have the Hague Apostille (Apostila de Haia) or 
Consular Legalization.

What is it? 
An international seal that proves your document is real.

Where to do it? 
You MUST do this in your country of origin.

Warning 
You cannot apostille foreign documents inside Brazil. If you 
forget this step, you might have to mail your documents back 
home, which is expensive and risky.

Expanding Horizons: 
Co-supervision and 
Double Degree Programs
Before arriving in Brazil, please check 
whether you meet the requirements 
for the co-supervision and double 
degree program.

propgen.ufsc.br/
internationalization-coordination-
office/co-supervision/ 

Packing: The Myth of 
“Tropical Brazil”
Many students arrive 
expecting eternal summer 
and beaches. Don’t make 
this mistake!

UFSC is in the South of Brazil. 
While summer (Dec-Mar) is very 
hot, we have a cold and humid 
winter (June-September).

The Reality: Temperatures can 
drop to 5°C (41°F), but due to 
the high humidity and lack of 
central heating in most houses, 
it feels much colder.

What to bring: Bring at least 
one heavy coat, sweaters, and 
good socks. You will thank us 
in July! 

http://propgen.ufsc.br/internationalization-coordination-office/co-supervision/ 
http://propgen.ufsc.br/internationalization-coordination-office/co-supervision/ 
http://propgen.ufsc.br/internationalization-coordination-office/co-supervision/ 


Step 2: National Migratory 
Registration (RNM)
This is the most critical step. You entered Brazil with a visa, 
but now you need your ID card, called the CRNM (Carteira de 
Registro Nacional Migratório).

The Deadline 
You have 90 days from your arrival date to register with the 
Federal Police. Do not miss this deadline, or you will pay a 
heavy daily fine.

The Process 
Fill out the form  and prepare your documents + Pay the fees 
(GRU) + Schedule an appointment

ARRIVAL & 
BUREAUCRACY 
(THE “BIG THREE”)

Welcome to Brazil! Now that you 
have arrived, we need to “unlock” 
your life in Brazil.
Don’t worry, every international student 
goes through this. We call them the “Big 
Three” because once you solve these, 
everything else becomes easy.

Step 1: The CPF 
(The Key to Everything)
The CPF (Cadastro de Pessoas Físicas) is 
your Individual Taxpayer ID. In Brazil, your 
name is important, but your CPF number 
is essential.

Why do you need it? 
You literally cannot buy a SIM card for 
your phone without it. You also need it 
for online shopping 
(Amazon, Mercado Livre), 
to get supermarket 
discounts, to rent an 
apartment, and to open 
a bank account.

Pro Tip
Consult the CIN PROPG team (International  

Support) for assistance with this stage 
and to  schedule an appointment with the 

Federal Police. 

https://propg.ufsc.br/cin/
national-migration-registry

How to get it
Access accurate information on the Gov.
br and Receita Federal (Federal Revenue 
Service) websites.

https://www.gov.br/pt-br/
servicos/inscrever-no-cpf

https://propg.ufsc.br/cin/national-migration-registry
https://propg.ufsc.br/cin/national-migration-registry
https://www.gov.br/pt-br/servicos/inscrever-no-cpf
https://www.gov.br/pt-br/servicos/inscrever-no-cpf


STEP 3: OPENING A 
BANK ACCOUNT 
You will need a Brazilian account to receive scholarships or pay 
bills. You have two main options:

Feature Traditional Bank 
(e.g., Banco do 
Brasil)

Digital Bank (e.g., 
Nubank, Inter, C6, 
Wise)

Location Physical branch 
on UFSC Campus 
(Trindade).

100% via 
Smartphone App.

Bureaucracy High. Requires more 
paperwork and a visit 
to the manager.

Low. Fast approval, 
often within hours.

Fees May have 
maintenance fees 
(ask for the Student 
Account).

Usually zero fees 
(free transfers/cards).

Best for… Scholarship 
holders. 
Many government 
grants require a 
Banco do Brasil 
account.

Daily life. 
Paying friends, 
using PIX (instant 
payment), and 
tracking expenses.

ENROLLMENT AND 
UFSC SYSTEMS 

The Graduate Office
Once you arrive at UFSC, you must deliver your final 
documents. This step officially completes your enrollment 
process, so make sure to check deadlines and bring 
everything requested.

Navigating the Digital Maze
UFSC has several online systems that you will use during your 
studies. Here’s a quick overview:

idUFSC 
This is your digital identity at UFSC. You will need to create 
a password following the tutorial provided. With this login, 
in addition to accessing most of the university’s systems, 
you will be able to use G Suite for Education services and 
Microsoft Office.

Eduroam (Wi‑Fi) 
UFSC is part of the Eduroam network, which allows you 
to connect to secure Wi‑Fi on campus using your idUFSC 
credentials. Once configured, Eduroam also works at 
many universities worldwide, making it especially useful for 
international students. 

CAPG 
Through CAPG, you can view your grades and academic history. 

Moodle 
Moodle is the platform where you will access your classes, 
course materials, and interact with professors. Make sure to 
log in regularly to stay updated.

CRITICAL ALERT
This step must be completed directly at 
the office of the Graduate Program to 
which you are enrolled. It is there that you 
will deliver your final documents, officially 
confirming your enrollment. Make sure 
to check the specific requirements and 
deadlines of your program before visiting 
the office.



University Library (BU)
The University Library (BU) has its own password system, 
which is different from your idUFSC. You will need to register 
separately to borrow books and access library services.

Library Password 
Create your library password to use BU resources.

CAPES Portal Access 
You can access the CAPES Portal (a large database of 
academic journals and articles) from home using VPN or the 
Café system. This is a valuable tool for your research and 
studies.

University Restaurant (RU)
All regularly enrolled students are welcome to use this service 
for their daily meals. Your official student ID card is essential 
at the RU; it is used both to gain entry to the restaurant and 
as a debit card to pay for your food.
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For detailed instructions on how to set up your 
card’s password or how to load credits onto it using 

PIX, please visit the official RU website.

https://ru.ufsc.br/
pagamento-por-pix/

https://ru.ufsc.br/pagamento-por-pix/
https://ru.ufsc.br/pagamento-por-pix/


Araranguá Campus
+55 48 3721-6255
ara.ufsc.br

Blumenau Campus
+55 48 3721-3354
+55 47 3232-5154
blumenau.ufsc.br

Curitibanos Campus
+55 48 3721-5000
curitibanos.ufsc.br

Joinville Campus
+55 47 3204-7400
joinville.ufsc.br

Florianópolis Campus
+55 48 3721-4076
florianopolis.ufsc.br

www.ufsc.br  | en.ufsc.br

universidadeufsc

ufscoficial@ufsc

school/ufsc

http://ara.ufsc.br
http://blumenau.ufsc.br
http://curitibanos.ufsc.br
http://joinville.ufsc.br
http://florianopolis.ufsc.br
http://www.ufsc.br
http://en.ufsc.br
http://x.com/UFSC
http://www.youtube.com/channel/UCEjx8yNNgDlgPx9pCDbvz3A
http://www.linkedin.com/school/ufsc/
http://www.facebook.com/UniversidadeUFSC/
http://www.instagram.com/universidadeufsc/

